CHAPTER XII
THE MARQUISE FEELS HER WAY

Pompadour's lodgings at Versailles in Attique du Nord. Petits
Cabinets of Louis, Pompadour's furniture and flowers. Court ladies
mock her lack of breeding. Examples. She is universally tittered at.
Poissonnades or popular songs written against her. Louis9 dullness
and morbid love of corpses. She tries to allay his ennui by variety of
entertainment. They spend all their time together. She understands
him. Louis grows more talkative. Diverting anecdote. Riding and
fashionable sledging in furs. Revenge of aristocrat at her toilette.
Her successful supper parties. Louis3 noble qualities. Pompadour
becomes popular by being very obliging. Louis gives Marie a tobacco
box and some new furniture. Queen trapped into dining with Pompa-
dour. Queen makes Pompadour look ridiculous. Her subtle retaliation.
Pompadour snubbed when she tries to assist at religious ceremonies.
Later she is treated with consideration.

'For the lips of a harlot are like a honeycomb dropping,, and her
throat is smoother than oil.

'But her end is bitter as wormwood, and sharp as a two-edged
sword.

'Her feet go down into death: and her steps go in as far as hell?
(PROVERBS v. 3,4,5. Douay.)

Pompadour's little suite of rooms can still be seen at Ver-
sailles, and is almost unchanged,1 in spite of having been
used as a flat by a government official in the nineteenth
century.
This modest suite of six medium-sized rooms is situated

1 Permission to see it can be obtained from the Conservatettf. It is hard
to imagine a more delightful way of spending an hour than loitering up
there.